
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cozumel: Paradise found in Mexico 
 

Written by: Chris Owen 

AOL Travel, April 2011 

 

In the news, it seems we most often read of a Mexico that is unsafe to visit. Always with an eye on the safety of 

their passengers, cruise lines have modified itineraries for ships that call at Mazatlan on several occasions. While 

frequent visitors to Mazatlan stand up for it as a testament to it being safe, it seems the place just can't get over 

the safety issue. Travelers want to go places to have fun, not to get robbed, beat up or shot at. Still, to discount the 

entire land of Mexico as unsafe would be wrong. There are some very safe places to visit in Mexico and Cozumel is 

one of them. 

 

Cozumel is an entirely different place and to think for even a minute that it is unsafe to visit because it has a 

Mexico after it's name is about as wrong as saying Martin Sheen is crazy because Charlie is. 

First, let's get our bearings straight. Cozumel is the biggest island in Mexico, located on the Yucatan Peninsula on 

the eastern, Caribbean side of Mexico. Mazatlan is on the west side of Mexico, way far away from Cozumel. It is 

separated from the Yucatan Peninsula by the Yucatan channel which is 12 miles wide. 

 

The town of Cozumel is called San Miguel with a population of about 95,000 people. Most of the population of the 

island is in the town of San Miguel, on the west coast of the Island facing mainland. 

 

On a land vacation, there are plenty of luxury hotels, first class facilities and services. Cozumel International Airport 

(CZM) is easily accessible from most major cities by many airlines and not far from hotels, beach and other 

attractions. Cozumel is world renowned for its diving because it hosts one of the largest coral reefs in the world, a 

big attraction for SCUBA freaks and snorkelers. 

 

On a cruise vacation, one of the most attractive parts of the deal is that you unpack once but get to visit multiple 

destinations. As your floating hotel goes from place to place, you can choose to go ashore to get up close and 

personal with wherever it is you are visiting or stay on the ship. In most cases, it's worth getting off the ship but if 

you've been there before there is a temptation to stay on board and enjoy the ship while most passengers are 

gone. 

 

Cozumel, Mexico is one of those places that no matter how many times you have been there, the order of the day 

is to get off the ship. If you cruise much, odds are you will be seeing Cozumel from time to time and that is a very 

good thing. 

 

That said, let me introduce you to a place I found in Cozumel years ago and return to almost every time we visit(…) 

 

To real the original article visit http://www.gadling.com/2011/04/09/cozumel-paradise-found-in-mexico/ 

 



 


